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! "HEEW! What an amazing three months. Normally by the end of March, we've 
only held 2 events, a program in January and the Learning is Leading State 

Conference in February/March. This year, we have held 4 events, including a very 
successful professional development seminar on facilitation. How successful was this facilitation 
skills program? So successful that we completely sold out 2 full classes, and we still had a waiting 
list. And, so successful that Barry Altland, the facilitation facilitator (try saying that 3 times fast) 
received a perfect score. In a word ... WOW! 

 

And thatÕs not all, we intend to continue the trend for the remainder of the year. The schedule is 
currently being finalized and we intend to not only bring you the regular monthly meetings you have 
come to enjoy, but we intend to bring you professional development seminars as well. We are 
covering topics in business etiquette, business acumen, course design, and in August we are going to 
have our first ever Central Florida ASTD Expo, with daylong seminars followed by an evening 
vendor Expo. This is sure to be an outstanding event. 

 

I am excited to be the conductor for the chapter during this year's performance. Why a conductor? I 
don't make the music. I simply direct the flow. Your outstanding Board members are the ones who 
are working hard for your benefit. They do it for no pay and no benefits other than the satisfaction of 
contributing to the profession. Next time you attend an event, be sure to thank them for their hard 
work. And, without you, all this effort would simply be a rehearsal. Because of you, the 
performances this year are at a level that makes me very proud. So, pay no attention to the man 
wildly waving his arms, it is the Board and you that make us what we are. 

 

Is there more? Sure, I could mention the mentoring program, website changes, the newsletter (you 
are reading now), the marketing efforts, the financial stability of the chapter, the growth of our 
membership, and more. But, I'll leave those exciting things for another letter in another issue. Of 
course, you can always find a Board member in person or by email, and volunteer for one of these 
opportunities or suggest something even more exciting. For that, I'll be anxiously waiting. 

 

Best regards, 

Bill Sawyer 

2008 President 

CFC-ASTD 
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